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Torquay Girls’ Grammar 
School has a new library.

The project to create the library has 
been led by the TGGS Student Council 
with representatives from students in 
all year groups supported by the head 
of English, Mrs Jo Preston, and the 
newly appointed librarian, Mrs 
Rebekah Reed.

Months of planning from the 
student body – including designing a 
layout for the new library, fundraising 
for new books, furniture, and digital 
devices – culminated in a grand 
opening event, when all the hard work 
really paid off.

Local artist Becky Bettesworth 
judged student entries to a competition 
to design a book cover. Year 7 student 
Emma Carroll was chosen as the 
winner. 

Becky then led a question-and-
answer session with students and 
provided invaluable advice about 

School head Sarah Forster, left, and Becky Bettesworth with the ‘Dream Big’ picture
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finding a passion in life and 
maintaining a resilient attitude when 
challenges are presented. 

Becky also donated one of her 
paintings, Dream Big, to be displayed 
in the library to remind all our 
students to be aspirational and have 
self-belief that they can achieve their 
goals in life.

The opening of the library was 
commemorated with a Christmas tree 
of knowledge which was planted by 
the youngest student in the school, 
Eleanor Mills in 7J. 

The tree will be a symbol of growth 
as it will age with our students and 
school community, while reflecting the 
school’s commitment to its eco-friendly 
vision.

Principal Sarah Forster officially cut 

the ribbon to open the library and 
students and staff were invited to visit 
and eat minced pies, while listening to 
a selection of festive carols performed 
by our wonderfully talented school 
choir and Year 11 pianist Mattie 
Thomas.
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COULD EQUITY RELEASE 
HELP YOU?

Our current cost of living crisis has 
created a level of hardship unseen in 
this country for decades. This is having 
a huge impact on millions of people but 
particularly those who are retired and 
no longer taking home a salary.

If you are a home owner over the age of 
55 releasing equity from your property 
could be a way of helping with rising 
costs.

However the money raised can be used 
for any purposes including:-

-  Repaying an existing mortgage or loan
- Home improvements
- Holidays
-  Providing an early inheritance to 

family members

Do not be taken in by the bad press 
this type of mortgage has had. Modern 
schemes are fully regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority and are 
fl exible and safe.
However, it is important to receive pro-
fessional advice when considering this 
type of arrangement. Jenny Perriam is 
Charles Royle and Company’s equity 
release adviser, off ering many years’ 
experience in this specialist area. She 
is also a member of the Equity Release 
Council (www.equityreleasecouncil.
com) whose members adhere to a strict 
code of conduct.
For an informal chat and further infor-
mation, please contact Jenny on 
01626 332083 or email 
jperriam@charlesroyle.co.uk

Newton Abbot based Independent Financial Planners provid-
ing a personal and professional service for all aspects of your 

fi nancial needs since 1990:
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 Investments  Financial Protection
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